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TRIBUTE TO DR. STANLEY B.

PRUSINER, A ‘‘MOZART OF
SCIENCE,’’ ON HIS RECEIVING
THE NOBEL PRIZE IN MEDICINE

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 9, 1997

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege
and pleasure to hail the accomplishments of
Dr. Stanley B. Prusiner, the 1997 recipient of
the Nobel Prize in Medicine. Dr. Prusiner, a
professor at the University of California San
Francisco, joins 30 other Nobel laureates in
the UC system, including UCSF’s two previous
medical honorees—microbiologists J. Michael
Bishop and Harold Varmus, the current head
of the National Institutes of Health. Dr.
Prusiner was awarded this premier distinction
for his landmark discovery of prions, rogue
protein particles that function as infectious
agents. This remarkable innovation could
eventually lead to a cure for dreaded neuro-
logical diseases such as Alzheimer’s, Parkin-
son’s, Huntington’s, and amyotropic lateral
sclerosis, ALS, better know as Lou Gehrig’s
disease. In the citation announcing Prusiner’s
$1 million prize, Sweden’s noted Karolinska
Institute lauded the social impact of his
achievement.

‘‘Stanley Prusiner’s discovery provides im-
portant insights that may furnish the basis to
understand the biological mechanisms under-
lying other types of dementia-related diseases,
for example Alzhemier’s disease, and estab-
lishes a foundation for drug development and
new types of medical treatment strategies.’’

For Dr. Prusiner and for his entire research
team at UCSF, this recognition marks the ze-
nith of a 15-year battle for a revolutionary the-
ory that flew in the face of earlier scientific
judgments about the causes of communicable
brain diseases.

Prusiner’s commitment to using his medical
genius to helping others began long before his
discovery of prions. Born in Des Moines, IA,
he graduated from the University of Penn-
sylvania Medical School and, after long doing
biochemistry research at the National Insti-
tutes of Health, moved to the Bay Area in
1972 to begin his residency in neurology at
UCSF. That year, a pivotal event shaped the
direction of Prusiner’s expertise: He began
treating a Marin County woman affected with
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease, an exceptionally
rare and always fatal condition that mercilessly
destroys the brain. Prusiner’s patient passed
away after 7 weeks in the hospital, but her
sickness impelled her doctor to examine fur-
ther links between Creutzfeldt-Jakob and simi-
lar neurological illnesses, and to seek the
cause of these devastating diseases. ‘‘At that
time,’’ said Prusiner years later, ‘‘most people
believed that the brain diseases were caused
by slow viruses, but since I didn’t know any vi-
rology, I figured I ought to look for some other
explanation—and that’s when I started hunting
for proteins that might be involved.’’ This re-
search continued throughout his tenure as a
Howard Hughes Investigator at UCSF from
1976 to 1981, culminating in his development
of the prion theory in 1982.

Prusiner’s then-radical pronouncement stat-
ed that the cause of Creutzfeldt-Jacob and re-
lated maladies was not a virus at all; rather,
these illnesses emanate from prions, bio-

logically unique proteins which contain no
DNA. Rather, in place of genetic reproduction,
prions convert neighboring proteins, creating
more disease-causing agents. This phenome-
non has a devastating effect on nerve cells in
the brain, ravaging tissue and leading to a cer-
tain death.

The scientific community greeted the prion
theory with disbelief and outright criticism that
targeted not only Prusiner’s conclusions, but
his ethics as well. His financial grants quickly
vanished, and he was forced to operate for
years with only in-house grants from the loyal
UCSF administration. These frustrations
strengthened Prusiner’s dedication to his work
and as the years progressed, the case for the
prion theory became stronger and stronger.
His opponents found little evidence to discredit
his conclusions, and Prusiner and his dedi-
cated team of researchers, notably brain pa-
thologist Stephen DeArmond and pharma-
cologist Stephen Cohen, published hundreds
of papers substantiating the role of the prion
in a variety of contagious neurological dis-
eases.

The grants returned, with significant con-
tributions including a $2.5 million prize from
the W.M. Keck Foundation in Los Angeles and
the Israeli Government’s prestigious $100,000
Wolf prize. Such resources enabled Prusiner
to tie the existence of prions to the recent Brit-
ish epidemic of bovine spongiform
encepalopathy, BSE, better known as mad
cow disease, and to chart the course for even-
tual cures to BSE and other disorders. He also
won the coveted Albert Lasker Basic Medical
Research Award in 1994, generally regarded
as a strong indicator of a future Nobel Prize.
In the words of his colleagues, neurologist and
biochemist Jiri G. Safar, Prusiner ‘‘carried on
his shoulders the burden of proving this ex-
traordinary new idea. * * * He single-handedly
validated his theory. To do that, it takes a per-
son of strong conviction and real guts.’’ Mr.
Speaker, we are all in debt to the courage of
this outstanding man.

Dr. Prusiner’s next challenge is to eradicate
these diseases from the face of this planet. In
the aftermath of the BSE outbreak in Great
Britain, he has used his findings concerning
the replicating and infectious nature of prions
to lobby the Food and Drug Administration
and the Department of Agriculture to protect
our food supply and make sure that such a
plague will never occur in this country.
Prusiner’s research will also continue to seek
the causes of Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, Hun-
tington’s, and ALS. Once the origins of these
diseases are discovered, treatments such as
gene therapy and prion-blocking medications
may be created to cure them or to prevent
them from spreading. Prusiner expects that
within the next 5 to 10 years we will see a
drug to stop the progression of Creutzfeldt-
Jakob, the disease that led him to this area of
neurological research a quarter century ago.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Prusiner has earned our
utmost gratitude and respect. As his UCSF
colleague Dr. DeArmond remarked, he is truly
a ‘‘Mozart of science.’’ Prusiner’s brilliance,
dedication, and, most of all, his persistence
are a credit to his country and to the San
Francisco community where he has lived with
his wife, Sandy, and his family for over 25
years. I ask all of my colleagues to join me in
congratulating the 1997 recipient of the Nobel
Prize in Medicine, Dr. Stanley B. Prusiner, for
his most-deserved award, for his devotion to

finding answers to questions that have vexed
the scientific world for generations, and for his
dogged commitment to standing up for his life-
saving beliefs in the face of cynicism and
skepticism.
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Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
ask my colleagues to join me in saluting Peg
Leg Bates on his 90th birthday. Mr. Bates is
a world renowned entertainer, a successful
businessman, and a local legend for
Kerhonkson, NY, who has been a good friend
to many people and warmed the hearts of
even more.

Mr. Bates performed with some of the great-
est names in show business: Pearl Bailey, Ed
Sullivan, Sarah Vaughn, Cab Calloway, Nat
King Cole, Lena Horne, Billy Eckstein, and
many others. With his indefatigable spirit, de-
termination, and considerable charm, Mr.
Bates showed the world that there were not
obstacles, only opportunities, and not insur-
mountable barriers, but barriers to be danced
over. He did this, and so much more, with
class, poise, and brilliance.

So on his 90th birthday this weekend I
would like to have my fellow Members of the
House of Representatives join me in saluting
Pet Leg Bates and wish him many years of
good health and happiness to come.
f
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute to Celia Cruz—world renowned singer
of Latin music. The Smithsonian Institution will
honor her on October 16, during a special pro-
gram entitled ‘‘ ‘≠Azúcar!,’ The Smithsonian
Honors Celia Cruz’’.

The Smithsonian will present Celia Cruz
with the Lifetime Achievement Award for Ex-
cellence in Music from the National Museum
of American History’s Programa Latino. Celia
Cruz, popularly known as the ‘‘Queen of Latin
Music’’, will dontate one of her most famous
costumes to the National Museum of Amer-
ican History.

Cruz first rose to fame in her native Cuba
as one of the most exciting and creative per-
formers of ‘‘mambo’’ of the late 40’s. Since
then, Cruz has achieved one success after an-
other. In 1950, she joined the legendary or-
chestra La Sonora Matancera with whom she
recorded 20 gold albums and toured the Unit-
ed States and Latin America. Her artistic alli-
ance with Tito Puente—‘‘the King of Latin
Music’’—as well as with Johnny Pacheco,
Willie Colon, and the Fania All-Stars in the
1970’s resulted in numerous albums and en-
during fame. More recently, she has per-
formed with David Byrne, Ray Barretto, Emilio
Estefan, Willie Chirino, and Olga Tañón.
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During her successful 50-year career, Celia

Cruz has recorded over 70 albums, won a
Grammy Award and 10 Grammy nominations.
She performed in various films, including ‘‘The
Perez Family’’ and ‘‘The mambo Kings’’, and
has been recognized with more than 100
awards from publications and institutions
around the world. Among other honors, Cruz
received an honorary doctorate from Yale Uni-
versity, a star on Hollywood Boulevard, and
recognition from the National Endowment for
the Arts.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Celia Cruz for her extraordinary
talent, her vibrant contributions to the history
of music, and her generous gift to the Smith-
sonian Institution.
f
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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, for many years
now, I have joined my colleagues in congratu-
lating the leaders of the Republic of China
[ROC] on their National Day.

Today I congratulate President Lee Teng-
hui and the people of Taiwan on the ROC’s
86th National Day.

President Lee has just completed a very
successful Latin American tour and Taiwan
has been invited to join the System of Central
American Integration. President Lee is an en-
ergetic man who is moving forward on a num-
ber of diplomatic recognitions for Taiwan.

In the months and years ahead, I hope that
Taiwan will continue to enjoy its prosperity and
freedom.
f

FDA APPROVAL OF LEADCARE

HON. MARTIN T. MEEHAN
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 9, 1997

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I am very
pleased to rise today to inform the House that
on September 10, 1997, the Food and Drug
Administration announced the approval of a
new portable, easy to use, medical screening
device that can quickly detect high levels of
lead in blood. The Leadcare In Office Test
System was developed by ESA, Inc., of
Chelmsford, MA, and AndCare, Inc., of Dur-
ham, NC, in conjunction with the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

Located in my congressional district, ESA,
Inc., is a biotechnology research company
whose products and services have played a
significant role in advancing the health care of
Americans for over a quarter century. Since its
establishment in 1970, ESA has designed and
manufactured numerous high technology ana-
lytical instruments used for analyzing minute
quantities of substances, often at the molecu-
lar level. The company’s products are fre-
quently utilized in biomedical research
projects, clinical laboratories, and environ-
mental quality control studies.

The recently approved Leadcare System
promises to dramatically improve the rate at

which children in the Untied States and
abroad are screened for lead poisoning. Cur-
rently, blood samples from children tested for
exposure to lead must be sent to a laboratory
for clinical evaluation. This process could take
several days or even weeks. With the
Leadcare System, a sample of a patient’s
blood obtained by a finger stick can be ana-
lyzed by the system within 3 minutes, and the
results are instantly displayed. Moreover, clini-
cal studies conducted by ESA indicate that the
new test is as reliable as established labora-
tory screening methods. Both ESA and the
Department of Health and Human Services
believe that the expediency of the Leadcare
System will allow heath care professionals
practicing in urban, underserved areas to
screen more high-risk children in transient
innercity communities.

The FDA’s approval of the Leadcare System
is also a major victory for the many countries
around the world currently losing the battle
against lead poisoning. Following the FDA’s
decision, HHS Secretary Donna Shalala, stat-
ed that ‘‘thanks to the FDA and CDC, and to
memorandums of understanding we have de-
veloped with other countries, this new tech-
nology can soon be applied to fighting lead
poisoning throughout many areas of the
world.’’ To this end, ESA plans to introduce
the Leadcare System to public health officials
and primary care physicians in countries with
high incidents of lead poisoning.

Mr. Speaker, the FDA’s approval of the
Leadcare System is truly a landmark in the
fight against childhood lead poisoning.
f
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Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to the late Robert A. (Bob)
Tedford, one of the most influential citizens
and civic leaders of Farmersville, TX, during
the past quarter of a century. Bob died re-
cently after a sudden illness, and he was such
a pervasive presence in the community that
his absence is difficult to accept and to meas-
ure.

Bob’s influence in Farmersville began in
1963, when he moved there to establish the
Bob Tedford Chevrolet Co., which, under his
leadership, developed into a thriving business.
His energy, enthusiasm, and ability to relate to
people were keys to his success in business
and also to his community leadership. Bob’s
imprint could be seen in almost every civic or-
ganization and leadership position in Farmers-
ville.

Bob served as mayor, city councilman, and
school board president. He was instrumental
in obtaining funding to rebuild a State highway
through downtown Farmersville. He was presi-
dent of Farmersville Centennial and a founder
of Old Time Saturday, an annual civic fund-
raising event that has raised an estimated
$200,000 over the years for the library and
other civic projects.

Bob was past president of the Rotary Club,
Chamber of Commerce, and library board and
was chairman of the board of First Bank of
Farmersville. He was a lifetime charter mem-
ber of the local Veterans of Foreign Wars,

member of the Royal Order of Jesters, and
member of Masonic Lodge No. 214 for 30
years—serving as past master and secretary.
He was a patron of the Farmersville Order of
the Eastern Star No. 940 and a member of the
Hella Temple and Scottish Rites of Dallas.

Sports were a particular passion. He was an
avid golfer, a great baseball fan, and an ar-
dent supporter of high school sports. He oper-
ated the game clock at Farmersville High
School football games for 30 years and at-
tended the state basketball tournament every
year except for one when he suffered a heart
attack. He took special interest in the young
people of Farmersville and was active in Little
League and Boy Scouts.

A native of Clearwater, TX, Bob served in
the U.S. Army just after the end of the Korean
war and earned the rank of sergeant. After-
wards, he worked for the railroad in Gene
Autry, OK, where he met and married the
former Sandra Haney in 1955. He is survived
by Sandra, son and daughter-in-law Robbie
and Kailyn Tedford, daughter and son-in-law
Beverly and David Toney, sister Mrs. Glennis
Lilley, brother Nelo Tedford, and four grand-
children.

Mr. Speaker, Bob Tedford was a friend to
many and a friend of mine. He was a driving
force in Farmersville and an inspiration to all
who had the pleasure of knowing him—and he
will be truly missed. He leaves behind a com-
munity service and compassion, however, that
will be remembered for years to come, and as
we adjourn today, let us do so in memory of
and in honor of Robert A. ‘‘Bob’’ Tedford.

f
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Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
direct your attention to the following ‘‘Tale of
the Tapes’’ editorial from the Albany Times
Union, a newspaper circulated in my district.
The editorial criticizes the Clinton administra-
tion for its feeble attempt to explain away its
delay in forwarding videotapes of the White
House coffees. The administration’s most re-
cent and abominable excuse for its inadvertent
overlooking of the video tapes is that they en-
tered the wrong word search on the computer.

The administration’s the buck-stops-there
philosophy seems to now have gone beyond
the customary excuses and is reliant on more
creative ones. The mishaps, stalling, and inad-
vertent overlooking is at an all time high in the
White House. And in the midst of all this, At-
torney General Janet Reno remains hesitant
to appoint an independent counsel to inves-
tigate the campaign finance violations and
abuses originating in the White House and
risks being seen as a cohort in all of this. It
has become apparent that Ms. Reno cannot
carry-the-ball and shed some light on these
campaign finance illegalities, I thinks it’s time
that she hand the ball over to an independent
counsel who can.
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